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 “LEONARDO, the CHEETAH want to be an explorer”
This story has been written  and illustrated by the students
third classes of secondary First grade
Preface

Playing with words can become a key to opening the heart and mind, a way to think about important values as well. In this book, students have launched reflection on values such as friendship, tolerance, and respect for diversity, using the simple, but at the same time direct and immediate language of the drawings and the tale.

Childhood is not the experience of a few years, but a bag of memories, experiences, emotions that will accompany our children for the rest of their lives and their future is built at school and in the family.
ANNA PASTORE


“LEONARDO, the CHEETAH want to be an explorer”

Leonardo, a little cheetah, was born into a valiant and decorated cheetah family. Both his grandfather had been great racing champions, and the father continued to honor the family and breed he belonged to. The den, where Leonardo lived with his family, had a wall where there were so many medals. Medals of all shapes and sizes.

Leonardo knew he was different from his parents and relatives and for this reason he was sorry to give a big disappointment to his father, who had great expectations about his future.

He was aware that he belonged to the breed of the fastest animals in the world as a birthright, but he did not like to run.

The little Leonardo committed himself to running like all his other relatives, but if he saw a butterfly as he ran he suddenly stopped to observe  the colours or to feel the perfume of the flower on which he lay.

It was so much his attraction that he slowed down to smell and laid down on the ground with his nose up. He forgot where he should go, the reason why he was running.

The world around him was so beautiful that he could not resist.

And then ... in the evening when he was asleep, he remembered all the beautiful things he had seen during the day and, dreaming, he lived so many adventures as he fell asleep beside his mother.

He dreamed and dreamed! In his dreams he saw the wonderful things he had seen in the savannah: the colours of the butterflies, the flight of bees and birds, the high sun in the sky, the scented lawn, the little insects populating the fresh dew grass.
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It was a pity that the other cheetahs, including his father, had never stopped watching the world in which they lived. They had to run!
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There were so many things to discover that it was not worth running fast, winning so many medals and getting lost in the wonders of nature. He wanted to have time to observe all that he met on his way and he thought he should tell his father.

He took a large leaf of Baobab and wrote his message on it: "PAPA  LISTEN," I want to be an explorer, "but as he wrote, a light wind blew away his leaf.
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Sad and bitter, he decided to move away from his family because he felt a shame for his species and for his dad.

He began to walk and was surprised by the darkness and then hid in a trunk of a tree where he wept desperately. So many animals of the savannah heard him weeping. The first to run was DANCE, the elephant who said to him:

- Leonardo, come and play with me in the puddles! You like it so much and then there are also cracking frogs.
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Leonardo continued to cry, thinking about the disappointment he had given his dad.

LONE BEONE also tried to raise LEONARD's mood.

 Meanwhile in the savannah everyone knew about LEONARDO's escape and immediately decided to organize a party for the little cheetah not to make him feel alone.

Lella  the giraffe prepared a buffet full of good things; RINA the zebra prepared a big cake; while PIPPO, the rhinoceros provided music and dances.

  DILETTA, the monkey wrote a nice speech:

- LEONARDO you have to come back to us! We miss your cheer, your selflessness and you will see that your father will appreciate your gifts and your precious qualities over time.

After listening to these words LEONARDO came out of the trunk and bragged
Meanwhile, the leaf -  with the message written by LEONARDO - had just arrived in front of the dagger of LEONARDO's dad.
Daddy cheetah read the message and moved racing (maybe it was the only time it was worth running) to look for the son to reassure him. 

Leonardo with his friends was having fun among dances, laughs, slices of cake and bird songs.
Dad cheetah, attracted by the deafening music, approached the trunk where there was the party and he saw his son in the midst of his friends. He sighed with relief, and after a while, 'the time to recover from scare, he called in a loud voice LEONARDO. All the other animals fell silent, worried about cheetah daddy's reaction, but he embraced the son who took courage and told him he did not like to run like the other cheetahs, but he wanted to walk slowly to observe the savannah in habited by so many animals all different from each other. He had been able to look at them better at the party and became a friend of other animals.
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How much beauty in so much difference!

 LEONARDO was curious about the difference between things, animals and people in  world

 For this reason  he  did not want to become a champion of medals and races.

He would have been really happy if he could be an EXPLORER. 












